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Preface
The fifteen papers in this volume were originally presented at the 
international symposium entitled “The Buddha’s Words and Their 
Interpretations,” which was held at Otani University in Kyoto on May 
26th and 27th, 2016, under the joint sponsorship of the Shin Buddhist 
Comprehensive Research Institute of Otani University and the Institute 
for East Asian Studies (IEAS), Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE). The 
academic relationship between these two institutions started in 2001 
when Imre Hamar, one of the coeditors of this volume, spent six months 
as a visiting professor at Otani University, conducting research on the 
Avataṃsaka-sūtra and Huayan/Kegon Buddhism. This fruitful cooperation 
led to the establishment of an academic exchange agreement between the 
two universities in 2007 which has continued successfully for more than 
thirteen years now. During this period, we jointly held the first international 
symposium at ELTE in 2013, which led to the publication of Faith in 
Buddhism (IEAS, ELTE, 2016). Our second joint symposium on Buddhism 
was held at Otani University in May 2016, and the present volume is the 
second joint publication by the two research institutes.
In addition to the scholars from ELTE and Otani University, four eminent 
professors from Japan and Hungary presented their papers and led the 
discussions during the two-day symposium. Professor Masahiro Shimoda 
of the University of Tokyo delivered the keynote lecture on the hermeneutic 
problems concerning the methodologies for the study of Mahayana 
sutras. We would like to thank Professor Shimoda for contributing his 
paper to this volume. Professor Junkichi Imanishi, professor emeritus of 
Hokkaido University and former president of the International College 
for Postgraduate Buddhist Studies (ICPBS), contributed his paper on the 
historical background of some of the critical terms in Buddha’s discourse 
on selflessness (anātman). Professor Florin Deleanu of ICPBS presented a 
paper that has been published as “Reshaping Timelessness: Paradigm Shifts 
in the Interpretation of Buddhist Meditation” (Journal of ICPBS, 2017). 
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Professor Gyula Wojtilla, professor emeritus of the University of Szeged, 
contributed his erudite paper on the interpretation of the ethical concept 
appamāda (“heedfulness, carefulness”) in early Buddhist literature. We 
greatly appreciate the participation and cooperation of these distinguished 
scholars.
“The Buddha’s Words and Their Interpretations” is a broad theme and 
the geographical areas and the historical periods treated in the fifteen 
papers vary, depending on the authors’ research fields—from India during 
Śākyamuni’s lifetime to Japan in the medieval period. These papers shed 
light on the characteristics of the Buddha’s “teaching,” which formed the 
foundations of the various Buddhist traditions in India, Tibet, Central Asia, 
China, and Japan. We would like to thank all the contributors for their 
stimulating presentations and for their cooperation and patience during the 
long editorial process.
The academic exchange between ELTE and Otani University has received 
strong institutional support for which we are very grateful. Professor László 
Borhy, the dean of the Faculty of Humanities in 2016 and now rector of 
ELTE, visited Kyoto and not only participated in the symposium but also 
delivered a special pre-symposium lecture. Professor Toshinori Ochiai, the 
president of ICPBS at that time, participated actively in the symposium, 
representing ICPBS. President Yasushi Kigoshi of Otani University has 
taken an active role in the exchange with ELTE since 2016. The staff of 
Otani University’s Shin Buddhist Comprehensive Research Institute have 
provided a great deal of support on a variety of levels throughout all stages, 
from the preparation of the symposium to the printing of this volume. 
Special thanks must go to Professors Robert F. Rhodes and Michael 
Conway, who have served as the heads of the International Buddhist Studies 
Research Group during the editorial process. 
The international academic cooperation has benefited both Otani Univer­
sity and ELTE significantly. In 2017, Otani University won a competitive 
government grant called Private University Research Branding Project with 
its proposal entitled “Creation of an International Buddhist Research Network 
and the Promotion of ‘Human Studies’ based on Buddhism.” The success 
of this application owed much to the public recognition of the results of 
Otani’s exchange with ELTE. In 2019, the Department of Buddhology and 
Tibetology was finally established in ELTE’s Faculty of Humanities with 
the encouragement and active support from Otani University. As the driving 
force behind this fruitful cooperation, we would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to Professor Masanori Yamaji, former head of Japanese Studies 
at ELTE and the staff of the Budapest Centre for Buddhist Studies, whose 
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enthusiasm has sustained the long and productive cooperation between the 
two institutions. 
This volume was originally scheduled to be published before our third 
international symposium at ELTE in September 2018, but for various 
reasons which could not have been foreseen at the time of planning, the 
publication has been long delayed. The principal reason is that Takami 
Inoue, the coeditor from the Otani side, could not concentrate fully on the 
editorial work because of his unexpected administrative duties during the 
academic years 2018 and 2019, and the subsequent spread of COVID­19 
further prevented the completion of this volume. We sincerely apologize for 
any inconvenience this delay may have caused.
During the last stages of the editorial process, Professor Elizabeth 
Kenney, formerly of Kansai Gaidai University, helped us greatly by taking 
charge of proofreading and copyediting. We are grateful for her careful work, 
which improved the readability of the papers written by non-native speakers 
of English. The references and abbreviations generally follow standard aca-
demic style, with some minor exceptions. References to the Taishō edition 
of the Tripiṭaka are marked by “T” followed by both Taishō number and 
volume number, separated by a period. The Chinese characters in the text 
are either traditional Chinese or the simplified Japanese form, depend ing on 
the author’s choice.
With the publication of this volume, the second phase of the academic 
cooperation between ELTE and Otani University has come to a conclusion. 
Now we have two books, Faith in Buddhism and The Buddha’s Words and 
Their Interpretations, next to each other on our bookshelves. The third 
phase of this cooperation has already been in motion since the “Buddhism 
in Practice” symposium at ELTE in 2018. Due to the tremendous impacts 
of COVID­19, our fourth international symposium is scheduled to be held 
at Otani University in 2023. We are greatly looking forward to our closer 
cooperation in the future. To conclude, we would like to thank again all 
the contributors and colleagues who participated in the symposium, and 
to express our gratitude to the Komatsu Chiko Foundation and the Private 
University Research Branding Project for their generous support.
 Imre Hamar
 Takami Inoue
